The Economic Restructur-
ing Committee is now being
chaired by the dynamic hus-
band and wife team and
newest Board members, Bill
& Barb McKenzie. Business
recruiting efforts have been
in full swing, and there have
been many entrepreneurs
expressing interest in start-
ing new businesses or relo-
cating their businesses to
downtown Alton.

The committee is compil-
ing a listing of properties
for sale or lease in and
around our district, and the
new Real Estate page on
www.AltonMarketplace.com
will be launched this week!

Any property owner wish-
ing to advertise their prop-
erty may send a picture of
the building, square foot-
age, price, your phone num-
ber / email address, along
with any other items you
can think of that would help
spotlight your property, to

Stacey Harmon at:
stacey_3748@yahoo.com.

We will post residential
properties, commercial /
retail buildings as well as
office space for sale or
lease for potential buyers to
browse.

The committee will also
be working on a “shop
local” campaign in 2008 to
garner support for our com-
munity based busi-
nesses. The major goal of
the campaign is to help citi-
zens realize that through
their personal spending de-
cisions, they can positively

affect the whole community.

We will be organizing an
“incentive card” to help pro-
mote any business in the
Alton area and to raise
funds for local business
associations. If your busi-
ness would like to offer a
discount, free gift, or promo-
tional
item to
drive
custom-
ers to
your lo-
cation,
please
contact
the Mar-
ketplace office for more de-
tails on the program.

Both of these initiatives
are free services provided
by Alton Marketplace. We
thrive to keep our downtown
a productive and exciting
place to be. The ER com-
mittee meets on Wed. eve-
nings at 5:30. To get in-
volved please call 463-1016!

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce readers to a
unique project that will be showcasing our region. David Alan
Badger is an artist specializing in pen & ink drawings, and he is orga- f§

nizing The Great Rivers Scenic Byway Recipe Project. Your partici-
pation in the project will include an original pen & ink drawing of your business,
and 2 recipes provided by you to make up a cookbook that will be available for
purchase in stores all around the area. There are only a few spaces available, and
the book is expected to be published in time for Mothers” Day in May of 2008.
For details of the project, please visit: www.DavidAlanBadger.com 3
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% %D Alton Marketplace

would like to extend a
warm welcome to our
newest board members:

<> Shane Cox

<> Brad Kreider
<> Bill McKenzie
<> Barb McKenzie
<> Scott Weiner
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Areosy Casino—

Get ready for three nights
of great music from the

Little River Band —7pm
shows on Dec 13, 14, 15

$20 Tickets on sale now!
Call 1-800-711-4263 or

visit Guest Services.

Gelato’s Café—

Is hosting a “Breakfast
With Santa” on Dec. 8th
at 8:30am—potentially also
at 11am if advance ticket
sales permit! Tickets for
the buffet style meal are
$6 for kids 3-10, $10 for
11-adult, 2 & under free!

Meridian Bank—

is holding an open house
and ribbon cutting cere-
mony from 10am-6pm on
Friday December 14™ to
celebrate the renovation
of the Bank’s Alton
Branch. In August the
building sustained a con-
siderable amount of dam-
age due to a water leak.
After several weeks of
work the lobby of the
bank has re-opened with a
sleek more contemporary
look. Enjoy refreshments

& enter to win prizes!

A&A’s Beads—

[s having major sales on
Christmas gifts, holiday
décor, and Webkins! Visit
their kiosk at Alton Square
Mall in front of J.C.
Penny’s! The Broadway lo-
cation will be closed from
Jan 1st to Feb 1st for
remodeling, so stock up on
your jewelry supplies while
you still can! Bring this
newsletter into A&A's
Beads for an additional
10% off any purchase!
(Offer good until 12/20)

Jacoby Arts Center—

The current exhibit:
Abstractions runs from Nov
16 through Jan 6. There
will be a Gallery Talk on
Sunday, December 2nd at
2pm. Please join the artists
Sandi Shapiro, Mary Beth
Shaw & David Burns
Smith, presented in the ex-
hibit, for a talk about the
concepts and processes of
their work. The event is free
and open to the public.
JAC is open Tues-Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-4. Swing by the gift
shop to grab a one-of-a-kind
work of art for that special
person on your holiday list!

The Beall Mansion—

Give the gift of memories,

or treat your out-of-town
guests to a stay at this
award winning property.
Voted “Best of Illinois” in
[llinois Magazine Readers
Poll! See all amenities, re-
serve a room, and pur-
chase gift certificates
online at
www.beallmansion.com or

call 1-866-THE-BEALL

Bossanova Lounge—

Enjoy complimentary
chair massages from
licensed therapeutic
massage therapists on
12/5 & 12/19. Also, live
JAZZ MUSIC every Friday!

12/7—Phil Dunlap & Nick Jost
12/14—Hannah McDonald
12/21—Jobim Dreams

12/28—Christ Voelker and Vince Sala

Bubby & Sissy’'s—

Looking for a great way to
spice up your holiday
party! Bubby & Sissy’s is
the place to be! Don’t for-
get to visit JP’s Show-
lounge upstairs for the
best female impersonation
show in the area.
Congratulations for being
voted “Best Ladies’ Night
Out” in Madison County!

"T am of the
opinion that my
life belongs to the
community, and

as long as I live it
is my privilege to
do for it whatever

I can."
- George Bernard Shaw




