This year Alton Market-
place will be expanding on
our annual tree lighting to
include many more activi-
ties & a carnival atmos-
phere that will be sure to
attract people downtown,
along with the usual crowd
which includes the guests
of the Growth Association’s
“Business After
Hours” event
that will be held
at the Hotel
Stratford that
evening. Here’s
more informa-
tion on what'’s
happening:
Prizes and pic-
tures with
Santa at Lin-
coln-Douglas
Square, followed by a pa-
rade of lights on Broadway
(the small parade will con-
sist of Alton High’s March-
ing 100, Holly the trolley &
the Riverbender.com holi-

day float - We will be light-
ing Broadway block-by-
block during the parade!),
hot chocolate & cookies
from the Salvation Army
Canteen, carolers on street
corners, food vendors, live
reindeer, children’s’ games
& activities, live music, or-
nament sales, Castle of

Cans — please bring
canned food items that we
will use to build a castle
during the evening & do-
nate to a local food pantry
after the event, activities

with Girl & Boy Scout
troops & much more.

Alton Marketplace will be
creating a program & map
that will be distributed to
everyone at the event pin-
pointing all of the activities
& businesses that will be
extending their hours until
9:00. Many
stores will be
planning spe-
cial activities,
sales or give-
aways!

If your busi-
ness is staying
open until
9:00, please
inform the
Marketplace
office and your
business’ name will be
listed on the program map
that will be distributed to
everyone at the event. Ad-
ditionally, you will have a
special mention in the Tele-
graph article on Nov 14"

Holiday celebrations of all sorts are already underway & I’d like to take
this opportunity to introduce the newly created Christmas in the Riverbend
committee, which is made up of members from Alton Marketplace, North
Alton/Godfrey Business Council & Upper Alton Business Association.

The goal of this group is to create & promote fun family-oriented activities that will

enhance the enjoyment of the holiday season for the Riverbend community. We hope to
attract visitors to experience the beauty & holiday spirit of the Alton area, as well as bring
all parts of town together to celebrate the holiday season as a unified community. Please
consider taking part in the wreath decorating contest or purchasing a unique ornament
that will help us bring our great ideas for 2008 to life! —~ ‘3 ara
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Nov. 15th is a
Third Thursday!

Each participating business
will be decorating a wreath
to raffle off, with the pro-
ceeds going to the local
Oasis Women’s Center. In

October we raised funds
for the Susan G. Komen
Foundation to support
breast cancer research!
We hope to see you there—
please tell your friends!

A&A’s Beads & Things
Alton Acoustic Arts
Body Restoration
Bossanova
Caravan Resale Shop
Country Meadows
Dance Things & More
Mississippi Mud Pottery
My Just Desserts

The /G\r;?{vine

Argosy Casino—
Chuck Berry—Nov 3rd
SOLD OUT!

Little Texas—Nov 16 & 17
7pm show each night

$20 tickets

Gentelin’s on Broadway

Is having their 1st Annual
Halloween Party on Oct
31st at 6pm! For a $10
admission (kids under
12—$5 admission) you can
enjoy a delicious buffet,
plus there will be drink
specials & live music all
night. Watch Alton’s Hal-
loween Parade like you
have never seen it before!
Costumes are encouraged
& remember that you can
beat the traffic by access-
ing Gentelin’s through
steps in the city hall park-
ing lot. RSVP to 465-6080!
Jacoby Arts Center—
Is having their 2nd An-
nual Halloween Party on
October 31st from 6pm—
10pm. Featuring adult &
children’s costume con-

tests, complimentary chili
& snacks, and a cash bar.
Tickets are $8 (half-price
with a carved pumpkin!)
and children 16 & under
$2) Contact 462-5222 or
info@jacobyartscenter.org
for more info!

Alton Acoustic Arts—

Is now offering a holiday
special—get everything that
you need to start playing
the guitar for $199!
Includes: guitar, gig bag,
tuner, strap, strings &
picks—plus 6-weeks of
private instruction. Also,

new later hours:

Wed-Thurs: Noon—7pm
Fri-Sun: Noon—5pm

Party Purses & Other
Earthly Delichts—

Is a new shop opening their
doors in Mineral Springs
Mall! They are hosting a
merchant mixer after the
holiday tree lighting; enjoy
a private party for down-
town merchants—meet your
new neighbor & shop late
from 9-11pm! Finger foods

& refreshments available.

RSVP to 463-1016
The Cedar Box—

Join us from 4pm—!?! on
Friday, November 16th
during the tree lighting for
a cigar party hosted by Los
Blancos cigar company!
Enjoy cigar specials, hors
d'oeuvres, and drinks—
plus enter our drawing to
win items including free
cigars and cigar accessories
- don’t miss the fun!

Tony’s Restaurant—

Reserve your spot in
Tony’s loft for New Year’s
Eve! Enjoy an all inclusive
dinner including: appetiz-
ers, wines with dinner,
Surf and Turf Dinner, fol-
lowed by dessert and a
champagne toast. Appetiz
ers start at 7:00; dinner is
at 8:00, followed by des-
sert and champagne toast.
Tickets are $65.00 per per-
son, which includes din-
ner and gratuity. Please
call 618-462-8384 or email

tonysrestaurant@aol.com




